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Climate change has no national boundary; With Trump's election in the U.S., Canada will have to 
become an environment leader 
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When we (of a certain age) were young, it was not uncommon to hear that science and technology would 
control nature. Machines would do all the hard work, and all would have plenty of leisure time. No more 
droughts and weather extremes; economic want would end; there would be plenty of food and a good life for 
all; and, man would go to the moon. 


Well, the moon landing became reality, but otherwise, Utopia never arrived. Those lucky enough to be 
employed are still working an eight-hour daily routine. (For many, it is more like 12 to 18 hours a day thanks 
to the Internet). Perhaps two billion men, women and children live in poverty, and half of these experience 
constant gnawing hunger. Air is polluted, rain clouds are disappearing, glaciers are melting, and rivers and 
watersheds are drying up. Water poverty is a reality in many parts of the world, drastic flooding occurs in 
others. Weather events are becoming ever more extreme. 


Welcome to climate change! Climate change is like a slow-acting nuclear bomb of global proportions. The 
bomb has been detonated; fallout has begun to take its toll. But - there is still time for action to offset the 
worst effects. 


Whose job is it to deal with climate change? What are the options? 


The Leap Manifesto (leapmanifesto.org), a bold and challenging document, addresses several of Canada's 
most urgent environmental and social/political issues. It was considered by the NDP at its recent National 
Convention and referred to local riding associations for discussion. But the issues raised are of interest for 
everybody; they should be of urgent concern to those on all points of the political compass. Leap mainly 
deals with a starting point (the present) and a point some 30 years in the future without speaking to the 
details of the path between A and B. Few will argue with the desirability of a low-carbon energy supply and a 
more equitable society. But the devil is in the details; it is here that one finds material for serious thought and 
debate. Indeed, Leap has become controversial: in spite of its many positive aspects, it has come under fire 
from the left and the centre; it has been ignored by the political right. 


With the election of Donald Trump in the United States, it is highly unlikely that a North American accord on 
climate change will be reached. With sub-national partners like California, we will need to chart a more 
independent course consistent with our highest national values. In this, Canada has an opportunity to 
become a leader in clean technology, a bright example for other nations. 
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Canada is not a homogeneous nation. Each of our provinces and territories has a set of energy generation 
and use profiles and a set of social circumstances; most would need a different strategy to approach the 
objectives expressed in the Leap. The globe is also a patchwork of energy profiles. Several European 
nations are well advanced in defining and meeting carbon emission targets, while other countries are only 
beginning to recognize the extent of the problem. Canada's leadership role in the global community will also 
need to be continually recalibrated as a world pattern evolves. This will be particularly urgent in the light of 
the recent U.S. election result. 


What should we do? Recognizing the urgency of the issues highlighted by Leap, each of us should join the 
discussion, learn from and inform others, and buy into the process of making this country and this world a 
safer, more equitable and habitable place for future generations. This must involve critical thinking, 
discussion and debate; it should mean education about existing and emerging technologies, their benefits 
and full financial costs, and education concerning the societal costs of necessary changes, costs that must 
be offset and softened to the greatest possible extent. 


Leap will be the subject of the 12th annual Spirit of the Red Hill Valley Lecture, presented by Avi Lewis, 
director/producer of the film "This Changes Everything," featuring partner and writer Naomi Klein. Nov. 30, 7 
p.m., at First Unitarian Church, 170 Dundurn Street South, Hamilton. Lewis will be joined by a responsive 
panel including Lynda Lukasic of Environment Hamilton, and Ward 3 Coun. Matthew Green. 


A series of followup discussion sessions is planned. 


Gary Purdy is University Professor Emeritus and former Dean of Engineering, McMaster University, and 
Rama Singh is Professor in the Department of Biology, McMaster University. This article was prepared in 
consultation with other members of Democracy Probe International, including Graeme MacQueen, Atif 
Kubursi and Herb Jenkins. 
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